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Along with the economic globalization deepens, many countries and regions 
have taken part more actively in the international labor division system. However, 
the dragging process of WTO multilateral negotiations has provoked regional 
economic integration as a complementary forms of the transition phase, which has 
showed a strong momentum of development. As a result, the establishment of free 
trade areas and the conclusion of bilateral free trade agreements show a significantly 
sharp up- ward trend. 
China and Australia are both the Asia-Pacific countries, since the 1972 
establish- ment of their diplomatic relations, bilateral relations have developed 
steadily. On May 23, 2005, China and Australia started up the first round of FTA 
negotiations, and has been carried out 10 rounds of the free trade agreement 
negotiations, the two sides will expand cooperation  in the manufacturing, 
agriculture, energy and the areas of resources, and more within that of mutual 
consultations, the Chinese and Australian economic cooperation will enter a new 
stage. 
Based on the theory of customs unions and the free trade area theory this thesis 
has analysed China and Australia’s present status of import and export trade, 
including complementary and competitive discuss over their trade structure, as well 
as in-depth analysis on the major commodity categories. Moreover, it forecasts 
China’s import and export trade to Australia, the upgrading of the industrial structure 
and the impact of investment after the establishment of China-Australia free trade 
area, and finally gives suggestion on the policies of our country. 
The main conclusions of the thesis are as follow: 
First, China and Australia shows complementary commodity trade structure. 
Australia's comparative advantage lies in resource-intensive commodities such as 
agricultural and mineral goods, while China is labor-intensive such as textile and 













such as mechanical and electronic products. All these above characteristics also 
conspicuously displayed in the merchandise trade. 
Second, qualitative analysis shows that with the establishment of 
China-Australian free trade area and the tariff reduction or even abolishment, the two 
countries’ inter-industry trade, which is based on comparative advantages and factor 
endowments will be further expanded, and will also promote the intra-industry trade 
in chemical machinery and electronic products and the upgrading of the industrial 
structure; 
Third, empirical research shows that since the establishment of a free trade area, 
the reduction of tariffs has a notable impact on both China's import and export to 
Australia, but what should be point out is that China's import from Australia is 
influenced by the size of the domestic market to a greater extent. This is because 
China's major imports from Australia are of low demand elasticity while the demand  
of the national economy is rigid. 
Fourth, China should gradually reduce tariffs, establish an industrial damage 
compensation mechanism to help the domestic industry with an effective defense 
towards the Australian imported products’ impact on the domestic market, 
meanwhile, it should promote the development of intra-industry trade, and improve 
the level of industrial division of labor between the two countries and stimulate 
domestic industrial structure upgrading, finally, it should also strengthen 
communication and consultation between the two countries and establish a trade 
dispute settlement mechanism. 
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据 WTO 统计，截至 2007 年 7 月，全球有区域贸易协定（RTA）近 380 个，其







易额为 8655 万美元，1978 年中国实行改革开放，澳大利亚也从 20 世纪 80 年
代初加快贸易自由化的步伐，促使两国经济、技术的联系更加密切。1984 年双
边贸易额从 1973 年的 2.16 亿美元增加到 11.53 亿美元，增加了约 4.5 倍。进入
20 世纪 90 年代后，随着 APEC 的成立以及中国经济的快速增长，两国的经贸
关系得到进一步发展，1990 年以来两国双边贸易额以年均近 20%的增长率从
1990 年的 18.08 亿美元增长至 2006 年的 327.48 亿美元。目前，澳大利亚已成
为中国第九大贸易伙伴，中国则跃居澳大利亚第二大贸易伙伴，第二大出口市
场和第一大进口来源地。2003 年 10 月胡锦涛主席访问澳大利亚期间双方签订
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果表明，如果采取一步到位的方式于 2006 年实现完全自由化，至 2015 年我国
对澳大利亚的出口贸易将增长 8%。如果从 2006 年至 2010 年间逐步实现商品贸
易自由化，到 2015 年，我国对澳大利亚的出口将增长 7.3%。从行业的角度看，
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